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LAWS RELATING TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN: A 

CRITIQUE 

By Apoorve Raj Singh 

 

I- INTRODUCTION: 

Domestic violence is a topic of great concern in modern society, and it is discussed in a number 

of forums, drawing the attention of policymakers, judges, jurists, and the entire intellectual and 

civil society. It is not just felt in the context of India; the entire world is facing the universal 

problem of violence against girls. Worldwide, both the women who have experienced domestic 

violence and society as a whole acknowledge that it is a significant problem. No society, but the 

progressive movement is evidence against it. One in four girls worldwide has experienced sexual 

violence from an intimate partner at some point in their lives. Girls and children are frequently in 

great danger in the areas where they should be safest, between their families. Statistics have 

shown that it is statistically safer to walk in the dark with a stranger than to stay in one's family 

because that is where accidents, murder, and violence are most likely to occur In light of this, a 

shot , has been created in the gift chapter to discuss the issue from a socio psychological and 

legal perspective. The whole chapter has been broken up into four parts. The definition of 

violence and violence in general are discussed in the associate introductory portion of Part I. Part 

II tries to investigate theories and the causes of violence. Part II examines cross-cultural 

perspectives on violence, drawing attention to the issues and legal options available in a number 

of nations in general, as well as efforts made by the global organization in particular, because the 

issue is universal. The legal code remedies and civil law remedies are discussed in depth in Part 

IV, which is devoted to the subject from an Indian perspective. Part V concludes the chapter with 

a conclusion and recommendations1. 

 

                                                             
1 Sydney Brandon in M.Borland :  Violence in family 1976 
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II- DEFINITION OF VIOLENCE 

According to the telegraphic Oxford dictionary, violence is the unlawful use of force. Olweus 

conjointly arrive at savagery to the use of actual power. Robert Litke or Henry Martyn 

declares that an act of aggression that violates another person's autonomy and identity 

constitutes violence. It is a potent instrument for: assert one's authority over another in order 

to demonstrate or feel power. In addition to physical abuse, it includes emotional abuse. 

Threats, verbal attacks, taunting, and shouting are all forms of emotional abuse. As a result, 

it's possible that violence and abusive behavior—physical, sexual, or emotional—are 

synonymous. Pushing, shoving, shaking, punching, kicking, squeezing, burning, or another 

form of physical assault on a person or property will be part of the aggressive behavior. 

Genuinely harmful way of behaving is any place there's obnoxious ambushes, dangers, 

insults, trudging, ridiculing, gelling, avoidance and malevolent rumors 'Savagery and Power', 

Worldwide Sociology Diary .Sexually abusive behavior occurs when a statutory offense or 

rape occurs. 

III- DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

The term "domestic" is used because it refers to violence that takes place outside of the home 

and within the family. It includes domestic violence, child abuse, and elder abuse. Three, it is 

also known as spousal abuse, intimate partner violence, and domestic abuse. Violence is 

defined as "a pattern of abusive behavior in any relationship that's used by one partner to 

achieve or maintain power and control over another intimate partner" by the U.S. Office on 

Violence against Women (OVW)."Violence can happen to anyone regardless of race, age, 

sexual orientation, religion, or gender, and it will take several forms, including physical 

abuse, sexual assault, emotional, economic, and psychological abuse," the definition adds. IN 

its "Domestic Violence Policy," the UK's Children and Domestic Relations Court 

Information and Support Service uses violence to address a variety of violent and abusive 

behaviors, describing them as: Misuse of power and management by one individual over 

another United Nations agency are closely related behavior patterns. It will occur in 

relationships of the same gender as well as relationships of mixed genders, and it will have 

significant effects on the lives of children, people, families, and communities2. It should be 

                                                             
2‘Violence and Power’, International Social Science Journal   
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emotional, psychological, sexual, or physical. The latter may include threats, money abuse, 

harassment, property damage, and intimidation. Different terms have been used by 

authorities to explain intimate partner violence. Abuse of women in marital relationships is 

stigmatized by some, and the terms "partner abuse" and "partner fighting" are commonly 

used. Others point out that the primary drawback is the implicit social acceptance of violence 

against women. Others point out that despite the fact that female victims of violence suffer 

injuries at a higher rate than male victims, both genders participate in violence. Therefore, 

proponents of this viewpoint favor the gender-neutral term "violence. “Even though the term 

"violence" includes violence committed by women against men as well, the current chapter 

tries to look into the reasons why men commit violence against women. The current 

epidemic of convenience violence against women is supported by a complex web of 

privilege, cyanogenic masculinity, and social organization. According to Bibha Triparthi, 

"Substance Abuse and Domestic Violence in India," the current chapter argues that incidents 

of violence involve the abuse of power that is granted to males in patriarchal societies. 

 

IV- FORMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

Physical violence, regulatory offense, emotional abuse, intimidation, economic deprivation, and 

threats of violence are all forms of domestic violence. Adult female beating, gift harassment, gift 

murder, cruelty to women that compels them to kill, and various forms of murder such as female 

infanticide, female sati, female feticides, and female sati, as well as regulatory offense and 

stalking are all forms of violence that are considered crimes. Even though emotional, 

psychological, and financial abuse does not appear to be crimes in some legal systems, these 

types of abuse can lead to criminal violence3. There are a number of dimensions, including: • 

Mode: social, sexual, psychological, or physical• Regularity: intermittent, regular, and persistent 

• Severity: regarding each mental or actual hurt and in this way the need for treatment. • A short-

term or long-term injury: mild, moderate, severe, and severe enough to kill. 

V- CAUSES AND THEORIES OF FORCE 

 

As far as the forces involved are concerned, it is anticipated that there are a few 

                                                             
3 Bibha Triparthi , “Substance Abuse and Domestic Violence in India” 
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specific causes in a very specific nation like Asia and some common causes across all 

societies.• The first cause of force is a power imbalance in families and society as a 

whole. This imbalance itself sets the stage for violence against women and children.• 

Second, the conventional beliefs and values that serve as justifications for such 

violence.• A cultural emphasis on the privacy and holiness of the family as well as 

selfless womanhood has obscured the scale of the violence in several nations, 

including India • Thirdly, a patriarchal society's insistence that a woman's 

responsibilities cease when she marries, and that only formal relationships should be 

maintained. when wedding she is likewise a visitor anyway can't return to stay for a 

lengthy sum and in the event that she comes she should confront its ramifications 

inside the style of mental torment.• state that the following stage of economic 

instability is Associate in Nursing. The interest of children is another issue. Another 

important reason is the fear of being alone or the future. In the hope that he can 

change his abusive behavior, many more victims are guaranteed to move into the 

affected home. Because of this, women continue to endure violence for the sake of 

their children and their inability to travel. They not only bear the violence, but they 

also generally avoid seeking assistance from others and, most importantly, they state. 

Due to the society's double or triple nature, which initially displays sympathy and 

intends to gain simple access to her? When the matter is brought out of the four walls; 

it becomes the talk of the town. If the girl is functioning, she may experience self-

torture repeatedly. Against this backdrop, when we decide to investigate force 

theories, we discover that there are numerous alternative theories regarding the causes 

of force. These include psychological theories that look at the offender's 

"temperament traits" and mental characteristics, as well as social theories that look at 

the outside of the offender's environment, like the structure of their family, and 

emphasize social learning. Like a number of human expertise-related phenomena, no 

single strategy appears to cover all cases. Theories that attempt to comprehend the 

causes of unchecked violence in human society and have developed over time. The 

following is a sampling of the various theories that are out there:• Ecological theory, 

feminist theory, biopsychosocial perspective, exchange theory, investment theory, 

resource theory, social learning theory, marital status power theory, and traumatizing 
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bending theory 

The theories attempt to demonstrate that gender-based violence is merely a 

component of the assailant's personal beliefs, choices, and temperamental traits. The 

World Health Organization also gives men more power than women do. This set of 

cultural beliefs is both created and maintained by individuals, groups, establishments, 

and consequently the society as a whole toxicant masculinity provides justifications 

and justifications for the public restroom subordination of women. IN these cultural 

contexts, men who are prone to violence feel entitled to exercise that power without 

showing responsibility, and social systems typically fail to hold them accountable for 

their violence. 

 

VI. CROSS-CULTURAL EXPERIENCE 

 In the past, using force was considered a private family matter that did not necessitate 

government or criminal justice intervention. Despite the fact that violence against women is 

common in every nation, regardless of culture, social class, level of education, income, quality, 

or age. The issue of the smallest unit of society began to be discussed on a global scale gradually. 

Subsequently, the prevalence of power underneath law of countries required many years of work 

by activists round the world. This section examines the efforts of the United Nations and the 

contributions of various states with relevance and force. 

 

VII. THE WORLD ORGANISATION 

 

Despite the fact that the international organization, I. All-inclusive Announcement of 

Basic freedoms, Global Contract on Common and Political Privileges, and so forth. 

Although they do not specifically address force, they are relevant to force because 

they articulate a state's responsibility to protect fundamental human rights, which are 

typically violated in cases involving force. Gender-based violence is defined as a 

"form of discrimination that seriously inhibits women's ability to fancy rights and 

freedom a basis of equality with men," according to a 1992 recommendation adopted 

by the Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women 
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(CEDAW).This recommendation was the first time a human rights agreement or 

convention explicitly prohibited violence against women. The recommendation made 

it abundantly clear that force was contained. The issue of force is also addressed in 

the conference documents produced by the United Nations. The first time force was 

explicitly mentioned in a political candidate document was in the report of the world 

conference of the world organization decade for girls. According to the section on 

legislative measures: To stop domestic and sexual violence against women, 

legislation should even be enacted and enforced. Force received significant attention 

at the 1985 accumulation Conference on Ladies in the Capital of Kenya, Kenva. The 

declaration that "violence against women each violates and impairs or nullifies the 

enjoyment by women of their human rights and elementary freedoms" was made at 

the fourth world conference on women, which was held in the capital of Red China, 

China, in Gregorian month 1993. This declaration was made at the second world 

conference on human rights, which was held in command. In particular, the 

declaration made at the world conference on human rights stresses the importance of 

working toward the elimination of violence in the public and personal life. 

Personality Correlates of Men Abusing Their Partners. It included violence against 

women in the "Human Rights" section as a separate "Critical space of Concern4. “In 

addition, the obstacles faced by women were thoroughly discussed during a particular 

session on Ladies 2000, and force was also included in the final document. The 

Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women, later renamed DEVAW, 

is one of these conference documents that is extremely important. It was unanimously 

approved by the United Nations Assembly as a whole in 1993.According to DEVAW, 

"violence against women may be a manifestation of traditionally unequal power 

relations between men and women, which have contributed to men's discrimination 

against women.” 

VIII. INDIAN LEGAL FRAMEWORK ON FORCE 

 

In this half, an effort has been made to focus on specifics like force and legal code 

reforms, civil law remedies for force, the main options of the 2005 Protection of Girls 

                                                             
4 Christopher Kilmartin and Julie Allison , Men’s violence against women chap-01 
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from Force Act, the Constitutional Perspective of Force Act, and significant analysis 

of the Act. 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND LEGAL CODE REFORMS 

 

Criminalization of power in Asian country was caused inside the mid-Eighties when a 

supported mission by women's activist groups and women activists wherever the 

nation, finishing with progress inside the order of Section 498A of the 1983 

IPC304B" in 1986 and the Indian proof Act of 1872's equivalent provisions. The use 

of force under the authority of Sec.498-A and 304-B sought to correct historical, 

legal, and ethical disparities in the legal protections provided to abused women by 

expanding knowledge of and the severity of legal responses. It sought, for the first 

time, to bring the issue of domestic or family violence into the public eye in Asian 

nations by bringing it out of the private sphere of the family. Soon after the passage 

of Section498-A  was clear that the section only applies to violence committed 

against married women by their husbands or relatives. As a result, the definition 

ignores and devalues the everyday violence that married women face at the hands of 

other relatives and unmarried women and children in their homes. “An additional 

significant flaw with Section .The limitation of Section 498-A's definition of cruelty 

is that it excludes all forms of domestic violence committed by women. The Supreme 

Court, as well as the judges of the High Courts, has frequently provided a narrow 

definition of cruelty and what constitutes such behavior. IN Arvind Singh v. State of 

Province, the Supreme Court said that "cruelty" means acting in a way that hurts or 

upsets someone else. There was no effort made to include completely different forms 

of cruelty, such as verbal, psychological, sexual, or financial violence. The 

prosecution's ability to prove identical is another significant disadvantage of the legal 

code reform. On the other hand, it has been thought that, despite these legal reforms, 

social responses to force still largely exclude legal intervention. 

IX. SALIENT FEATURES  

The Demonstration has 37 segments separated into 5 primary parts. Less than a half-second. Two 

is about the definition clause, and the second half of Section-3 defines violence. The other half is 

about the powers and responsibilities of protection officers and repair providers. The procedure 
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for obtaining a protection order is covered in half four, and "miscellaneous provisions" are 

covered in half five. The Act's definition of "domestic violence" in Section 3 is as broad as 

possible to cover all scenarios. “Domestic violence" encompasses any act, deed, or omission that 

causes harm or has the potential to cause harm. It incorporates genuine maltreatment or the 

danger of misuse, whether physical, sexual, profound, verbal and financial .Actual maltreatment 

is framed as any demonstration or lead that causes real agony, hurt or risk to life or appendage or 

wellbeing. Therefore, physical violence is: g) any reasonable bodily harm, ii) a threat of bodily 

harm, and hitting, slapping, or beating; iv) includes criminal force and intimidation.2.The term 

"regular offence" refers to any sexual behaviour that violates a person's dignity in any way and 

includes situations in which a woman is forced to identify with her husband against her will. 

Therefore it includes: forced sexual encounter, forcing a woman to appear in porn or obscene 

photos, and (in) any sexual act intended to hurt, degrade, or abuse a woman's integrity.3. It has 

been defined as any form of insult, ridicule, or humiliation, including the following: 1) 

defamation, which ranges from insults for not giving birth to any reasonable accusation of a 

woman's character or behaviour. Preventing a woman from marrying someone of her choosing, 

any kind of threat or insult for not having a son.4.Economic abuse refers to the deprivation of 

economic or monetary resources that an aggrieved party is forced to use. Other examples of 

economic abuse include: (i) not giving money, food, clothes, or medicine; (ii) making it hard to 

get a job; (IV) making a woman leave her house; and (v) not is paying rent. It has been 

established in section 2(a) that any woman can apply for relief under the Act if she is 

experiencing violence in a very intimate relationship. The Act defines a domestic relationship as 

"a relationship between two persons, UN agency live or have at any point of your time, lived 

together in an exceedingly shared" unit when they are connected by blood kinship, marriage, or 

through a relationship in the nature of marriage along as a joint family. As a result, the Act 

includes not only de jure married wives but also ex-wives, live-in partners, and former 

girlfriends. Section 2(s) gives a definition of "shared unit" and says that a shared unit could be a 

house where the girl lives with the man in a very intimate relationship. It could even refer to the 

house where she lived during a very intimate relationship and was later kicked out of. Section 

seventeen, which addresses a woman's right to a highly shared unit, ought to be mentioned here 

as well. The section is supposed to say that she can only be kicked out of this unit through a legal 

process. IN the event that she is expelled, she will be reinstated upon receiving a court order. IN 
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cases where the offender of violence does not need to return to a violent home, the court can 

even direct her to provide alternative housing. The term "shared household" has frequently 

drawn the attention of the judiciary. IN the case of S.R. Batra and associate degree V. Smt., 

which occurred in 2006, Respondent Taruna Batral filed a suit for a mandatory injunction based 

on Sections 17 and 19(1) of the PDVW A to force her to move into a house owned by her 

husband's mother, where she stayed with her husband.S.B. Sinha and Markandey Katju, JJ. 

Ruled on the case. They didn't believe Taruna Batra's interpretation of Section 2(s) that it 

includes a unit where the person who was wronged lives or has lived in domestic relationships in 

the past. I he court previously mentioned that such a read would bring about disorder and would 

be ludicrous, so shared unit would exclusively mean house satisfaction to or taken on lease by 

the spouse or house that has a place with a joint group of that the husband might be a member. 

The court concluded that the claim for different accommodation will only be brought against the 

husband and not against the husband's in-laws or other relatives in the case. The court has stated 

that the definition of "shared household" is poorly drafted and appears to be the result of clumsy 

drafting. However, we must provide an intelligent interpretation that does not cause social 

chaos5. The term "shared unit" may be criticized primarily on two grounds here, keeping in mind 

the main options of the act. First and foremost, the victim ought to have the right to live in this 

house, which is in the name of her relative-in-law. This is because the fact that the house is in the 

name of the relative-in-law means that the husband and relative-in-law are free to kick the victim 

out. There should be a conspiracy between the victim's mother and her son. The manner, in 

which the judges determined the likelihood of husband and adult female habitation in various 

locations, such as with uncles, aunts, and nephews, is also illogical growth for a degree. Nobody 

will say that they live in a house as a "shared-household" unless there is a good reason, like the 

husband is adopted by the other person, or something similar. Second, the idea of a "shared unit" 

doesn't take into account the possibility that these men are also living with a partner who is 

legally married at the same time. If the live-in partner insists on sharing a large apartment, it 

could be another instance of violence against the legally married couple. The law does not 

account for this situation. Nand Kishore and others in Nand.V. Rajasthan State and Others, the 

definition of "respondent" in Section , The Act's section 2(g) was mentioned. The term 

                                                             
5 Hamberger. L.K , J.E. Hastings , Personality Correlates of Men who abuse their partners: A cross- Validation 
Study.” Journal of Family Violence” 
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"respondent" in Section 2(g) refers to any man who is or has been in a domestic relationship with 

the aggrieved party and against whom the aggrieved party has sought any relief under this Act. 

Providing that an aggrieved married woman, partner, married person, mate, better half, or female 

living in a wedding-related relationship may also file a complaint against a male partner's 

relative.  According to Justice G.S. Sarrat, Sec.2(9) only means that a woman or a woman living 

in a very relationship can file a complaint against her adult husband or her man partner, but the 

husband or the man partner can't start legal action against the adult woman or the adult woman 

partner. According to a provision in Section 2(9) of the Act, an aggrieved married woman, 

spouse, partner, married person, mate, better half, or female living in a wedding relationship may 

also file a grievance against a male partner's relative. The requirement that the male partner's 

relative must be a male are outlined in Section 2(g) of the Act and its provision if read along 

obscurity. The phrase "relative" is used in the provision to Section 2(g) of the Act, not "male 

relative. “Therefore, the court concluded that a female family member falls under Section 2(q) of 

the Act's definition of a respondent. The aggrieved party may benefit from the expansive 

meaning of the term "respondent. “In addition, in Priya v. Shibu and Ors., justice V. Ram Kumar 

rejected the arguments presented in support of the challenged lower court judgment and 

determined that the use of the gift perfect progressive tense in Sections 2(a), 2(4), 2(q), and 2(s) 

makes it necessary for the individual to be in a very domestic relationship on the date of 

preferring the appliance.This rivalry cannot be accepted because the phrases "has been" and 

"have lived" are used to show the past relationship or expertise between the parties involved. 

Because of this, they cannot be interpreted to mean that the person will not have any locus standi 

to manoeuvre the Magistrate unless the domestic relationship is continuous on the date of 

application. It could be argued in this instance that the Act needs to be interpreted in the sense in 

which it was enacted. The Act's goal might be stymied by the interpretation. In M. Palani v. 

Meenakshi, K. Venkatraman J. determined that Section two contemplates the application to 

functionary, and consequently, the provision contemplates associate degree order elapsed 

functionary under the provisions once he receives a report from the protection officer. According 

to Section 12, the officer is required to consider any domestic incident report he receives from 

the security guard or the service provider. Section 26 of the Act does not include a provision of 

this kind. According to Harini Sudarshan and Nirupham A Ramakrishnan's The Domestic 

Violence Act: A Conjoined Reading, Sections Twelve, Twenty-Six, and Twenty-Six make it 
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clear that a functionary must receive a report from the protection officer after passing an order; 

however, if such a report isn't contemplated, the civil court or the court of domestic relations 

may revoke the order6 .Constitutional Point of View]Sections two, 19, 19(7), 23(2), and 31 of P. 

man Venkatesh, Kandayammal, and Padmavathi V. aristocrat were in question. The victim in 

this case was driven far from her married home and had been living without food, a possession, 

or a place to sleep. Hence, she chased after partner degree ex-parte home request upheld by 

Mallur police central command. Therefore, the learned judicial official granted the petitioners' 

absentee residence order. The respondent then filed a petition under Section 31 of the Act, 

claiming that the petitioners had violated the residence order of the judicial officer by fleeing the 

premises. After hearing from both sides, the official told the police to break the lock and give the 

respondent protection so he could stay in the house. The previous order was questioned. The 

Court concluded that the respondent's search for interim orders had nothing to do with the 

divorce petition's pendency. The reliefs provided by the same statute should be granted in real 

cases, even while the married case between the parties is pending before the relevant forum.to 

date because the court was concerned about the order to open the lock, it decided that the learned 

judicial functionary has enough authority under Section 19(7) of the Act to give the guilty officer 

any order to help him carry out the protection order. Incredibly significant is the court's order 

that, in order for the ex parte protection order to take effect, the experienced judicial official must 

essentially issue an order directing the police to break the lock. Otherwise, in all cases, the 

husband can lock the house and leave, preventing the adult female from benefiting from the Act's 

protection order. IN Saravana Kumar v. Thenmozhi, the court ruled that economic abuse falls 

under the definition of violence when an adult female is driven out of the shared unit. In 

addition, the court concluded that the violence continues even after the Act comes into effect 

wherever the adult female is prevented from entering the shared unit. As a result, the petition 

may be appropriately amused. The court's observation is worth paying attention to despite the 

fact that the petition is not in the correct form and the respondent has not sought any specific 

relief, the aforementioned Act, which is a helpful piece of legislation to protect girls from 

violence, cannot be overturned by technicalities. The Act's attempt to organize a coordinated 

response to the prohibition of violence is another essential feature. The Act requires a great deal 

                                                             
6 Jayna Kothari ,”Criminal Law on Domestic Violence” 
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of cover offices and repair providers through its provisions. A protection officer is an official 

appointed by the regime to assist the functionary in carrying out his duties under this Act. He 

must carry out his statutory responsibilities under the direction and supervision of the officer, 

and the Act mandates that he submit a domestic incident report to the officer. If the protection 

officer doesn't do his job or doesn't do it, he gets punished. The service providers are non-

governmental organizations (NGOs), and their goal is to assist the harmed individual in 

obtaining a check-up, obtaining legal aid, securing a safer shelter, etc. The service provider is not 

the focus of any suit, investigation, or other legal proceeding. It is possible to observe that the 

Act includes a list of the responsibilities of police officers, service providers, associate degree 

magistrates, shelters, medical facilities, and thus the federal and state governments. There are 

two types of relief systems in the Act. The alternative is a penitentiary, while the reconciliatory 

model is the first. Under Section 14, the magistrate has the authority to direct the respondent or 

aggrieved person to communicate with any member of a service provider who possesses the 

required qualifications and experience in communication at any stage of the proceedings. A 

person who has been wronged has the right to apply for relief in the form of a protection order, 4 

2 residence order, 43 order for financial relief, custody order, compensation order, 

Interim/Exparte order, or over such an order. According to Section 25(i), these orders are valid 

until the lady needs them, at which point she can apply to the court for a discharge. The 

procedure for obtaining such reliefs is simple and inexpensive. Additionally, care has been taken 

to ensure that the functionary's orders are carried out. Because civil remedies are combined with 

criminal penalties. The wrongdoer's violation of a protection order or an associate degree interim 

protection order may be a known and non-bailable offense that carries a maximum sentence of 

one year in prison or a fine of up to twenty thousand rupees, or both. IN addition to the 

preceding, the court may also initiate proceedings in accordance with the Indian Penal Code; 

specifically Section 498-A7.The Act's provisions suggest that any relief sought in addition to 

other relief sought before the court is not in derogation of the provisions of other laws for the 

benefit of the present. The Act establishes a tentative schedule for the early disposal of an 

application submitted in accordance with Section 12 of the Act in order to ensure that victims of 

violence receive swift justice. The initial hearing date is expected to be within three days of the 

appliance's receipt! Within sixty days of the date of its first hearing, the case would be tried to be 

                                                             
7 Husband or relative of husband of a woman subjecting her to cruelty 



Volume III ISSUE III                                                                                  ISSN NO: 2582-6034 

resolved. Additionally, the Act permits the state to produce necessary infrastructure and security 

officers. 

X. Yearly trend in the rate of cruelty by husband or his relatives per 100,000 

women of 15–49 years, 2001–2018. SDI denotes Socio-demographic Index 

 

 

 

XI. CRIME RATE FOR CRUELTY BY HUSBAND OR HIS RELATIVES PER 

100,000 WOMEN AGED 15–49 YEARS IN 2018 IN INDIA, BY STATE 
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XII.  Variations in justifying a husband beating his wife and women’s experience of 

beatings or physical mistreatment by background characteristics: Results of 

logistic regression analysis 

Predictor Variables Agree with at least one 

reason 

Beaten or physically mistreated 

 Since age 15 In the last 12 

months 

Exp (B) Exp (B) Exp (B) 

Age of woman    

15-19 ®    

https://bmcwomenshealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12905-022-01703-3/figures/2
https://bmcwomenshealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12905-022-01703-3/figures/2
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20-29 0.94 1.156*** 0.922 

30-39 0.965 1.009 0.743*** 

40-49 0.91** 0.849*** 0.496*** 

Education of woman    

Illiterate ®    

Primary 1.037*** 1.057** 0.925** 

Secondary 0.889*** 0.798*** 0.732*** 

Higher 0.553*** 0.484*** 0.333*** 

Work status of woman    

Not working ®    

Agri. and HH activities 1.689*** 1.502*** 1.332*** 

Non-agri. activities 1.379*** 1.535*** 1.365*** 

Age at first marriage    

Up to 18 ®    

19-24 0.872*** 0.936*** 0.901*** 

25 and above 0.822*** 0.97 0.972 

Marital duration    

0-4 ®    

5-9 1.009 1.468*** 1.472*** 

10 and above 0.981 1.751*** 1.585*** 

Not currently married 0.903** 2.247*** 1.044 
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XIII. REFORMS IN INDIA 

Seventy percent of Asian girls either have been or have been a victim of violence, according to a 

recent survey.The Indian legal code of 1863, section 498(a), first authorized the violence against 

women's husbands, with the husband's relative torturing the wife8.On 26 October 2006, the Asian 

nation's parliament passed the Protection of Girls Against Violence Act.This act provides a 

broader definition of violence, which sets it apart from section 498(a) of the IPC.For example, 

Section 304(b) of the Indian legal code of 1983 for cruelty, which also falls below the definition 

of domestic violence, contains numerous provisions for the protection of girls against 

violence.The Indian legal code change in 2013 was a turning point in the field because it 

changed some parts of the Criminal Procedure Code and the Indian proof Act.The terms 

regulatory offense and rape were added to the definition under the change, and as a result, the 

penalties were made more severe.Under the 2013 update, acid attacks on women, stalking in 

public, and forcefully stripping them were also added and made illegal.The Maintenance Laws in 

Asia There are a number of statues and sections that outline the procedure for maintaining 

property.These are:The Hindu marriage Act of 1955, Section 24; the Hindu Adoption and 

Maintenance Act of 1956, Section 18; and the Criminal Procedure Code of 1973, Section 125. 

 

XIV. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

Even though the current Act addresses all of the issues that girls face, there are still some 

provisions and assumptions that need to be closely examined. The Act is based on the idea of 

civil society, and the assumption itself raises the question of whether we live in a civil society or 

in a patriarchal fluid social organization society. Accordingly, it should be noted that the Act 

requires a coordinated and all-encompassing response from society. Second, the Act recognizes 

                                                             
8 Harini Sudarshan and Nirupham A Ramakrishnan , The domestic violence act : Constitutional Perspective 
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that each girl in a domestic relationship has the right to live in the same house. Since the Act 

recognizes a form of live-in relationship that is currently illegal in India, it should lead to a 

conflict between a legally wed spouse and her husband's live-in partner's right to reside in the 

same household. Should be stated that if a sleep in partner applies for a residence order in a 

shared household and the male partner is already married, the state can intervene to provide 

board-based treatment and place them in shelters. Thirdly, the Act allows "any person" who has 

reason to believe that Associate in nursing act of violence has been committed or will be 

committed to file a grievance on her behalf, in addition to the aggrieved party. This kind of 

license for anyone is not only wrong but also problematic. In addition, it has not been mentioned 

how long a victim can remain unbroken in shelter homes. Should be made here that Section 4 

should be changed so that no one will be happy to give information about the opposite. 

Publication and education regarding the Act's goals and objectives should be well-executed by 

the government and media, Should even be recommended that, similar to consumer courts, a 

separate court be well-equipped for rapid case division in accordance with the Act. Finally, it is 

frequently stated that gender-based violence is largely ingrained in the cultural fabric of a society 

that gives men a disproportionate amount of power because it is partially addressed in individual 

science. This set of cultural beliefs is both created and maintained by individuals, groups, 

establishments, and also the society as a whole. Social systems frequently fail to command them 

in command of their violence. Cyanogenic masculinity provides justifications and justifications 

for comfort station subordination of women. Even though the Act gives the victim a place to get 

away from violence, the victim can't stay there all night unless the victim's social-cultural 

environment, group mentality, patriarchal structures, and socialization method are changed. Only 

a coordinated, all-encompassing strategy could help victims of violence truly escape the system. 

The progress of the Demonstration needs essential changes in perspectives and conduct. 
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